The then Secretary of State, in accordance with section 91(2) of the Act(5), published a notice on 18th February 2005 stating her intention to make this Order, indicating the nature of the provisions to be embodied in it and stating that any person whose interests were likely to be affected by it and who wished to make representations in respect of it should do so in writing before 13th 
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Interpretation 2. In this Order-"animals" means all animals other than man and includes birds, reptiles, fish, molluscs, crustacea and bees; "client" means any person with whom a veterinary surgeon makes an agreement to supply veterinary services;
"feed" means any substance or product, including feed additives, whether processed, partially processed or unprocessed, intended to be used for oral feeding to animals; 
(a) transmitted by electronic means;
(b) received in legible form; and (c) capable of being used for subsequent reference.
Prescription fees and prohibition of discrimination 3.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2), during the relevant period a veterinary surgeon must not charge a client a fee for providing a prescription.
(2) During the relevant period a veterinary surgeon may pass on to his clients the costs incurred in providing prescriptions, provided that he does so in a manner that does not discriminate between clients to whom he gives prescriptions and clients to whom he does not.
(3) It shall be unlawful for a veterinary surgeon to discriminate between a client to whom he provides prescriptions and a client to whom he does not, in-(a) the price he charges for a relevant veterinary medicinal product; and (b) the fee he charges for supplying veterinary services other than giving a prescription.
(4) In paragraphs (1) and (2), "relevant period" means the period of 3 years beginning with the day on which this Order comes into force.
Requirement for a veterinary manufacturer to notify price information
4.-(1) At intervals of not more than 3 months, a veterinary manufacturer must notify in writing -(a) a relevant veterinary surgeon of the net price at which it supplied a relevant veterinary medicinal product to the relevant veterinary surgeon during the preceding 3 months; and (b) a relevant pharmacist of the net price at which it supplied a relevant veterinary medicinal product to the relevant pharmacist during the preceding 3 months.
(2) In paragraph (1)-(a) "relevant veterinary surgeon" means a veterinary surgeon to whom the veterinary manufacturer has, during the preceding 3 months, directly (i) supplied a relevant veterinary medicinal product; or (ii) given or agreed to give a discount or rebate in connection with the supply of a relevant veterinary medicinal product; and (b) "relevant pharmacist" means a pharmacist to whom the veterinary manufacturer has, during the preceding 3 months, directly (i) supplied a relevant medicinal veterinary product; or (ii) given or agreed to give a discount or rebate in connection with the supply of a relevant veterinary medicinal product.
(3) In paragraphs (1) and (2), "preceding 3 months", means the 3 month period ending no more than thirty days before the day on which the veterinary manufacturer notifies the information.
(4) In paragraph (1), "net price" means the list price less any discount or rebate which the veterinary manufacturer has given or agreed to give to the veterinary surgeon or pharmacist in connection with the supply of the relevant veterinary medicinal product, but does not include any discount or rebate given to, or by, a veterinary wholesaler. The veterinary manufacturer shall state whether the net price is inclusive or exclusive of VAT and all other taxes.
(5) In paragraph (4) "list price" means the price set and quoted by the veterinary manufacturer as the price at which a relevant veterinary medicinal product may be supplied to a veterinary surgeon
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or pharmacist, without taking into account any discount or rebate. The list price may be inclusive or exclusive of VAT and all other taxes.
(6) In paragraphs (1), (2) and (5) "supplied" includes supplied indirectly via a veterinary wholesaler and, in paragraphs (2) and (4), and articles 5(1) and 6 "supply" includes indirect supply via a veterinary wholesaler.
Requirement for a veterinary manufacturer to notify price information on request
5.-(1) Where a veterinary surgeon or pharmacist makes a request to a veterinary manufacturer to be notified of the net price at which the veterinary manufacturer would be willing to supply a relevant veterinary medicinal product during the next 3 months, the veterinary manufacturer must comply with that request within a reasonable time by notice in writing.
(2) A veterinary manufacturer is not obliged to comply with a request made under paragraph (1) unless that request-(a) is in writing; (b) identifies the relevant veterinary medicinal product in respect of which price information is requested;
(c) states the name of the veterinary surgeon or pharmacist making the request and his address for correspondence; and (d) where the veterinary surgeon or pharmacist making the request intends to purchase the relevant veterinary medicinal product from one or more veterinary wholesalers, states this circumstance and gives their names.
(3) In paragraph (1)-(a) "net price" means the list price less any discount or rebate which the veterinary manufacturer proposes to give to the veterinary surgeon or pharmacist in connection with the supply of the relevant veterinary medicinal product, but does not include any discount or rebate to be given to, or by, a veterinary wholesaler. The veterinary manufacturer shall state whether the net price is inclusive or exclusive of VAT and all other taxes (b) "next 3 months" means the 3 month period beginning with the day on which the veterinary manufacturer notifies the information.
Prohibition of discrimination by a veterinary manufacturer or a veterinary wholesaler 6. It shall be unlawful for a veterinary manufacturer or a veterinary wholesaler to discriminate unreasonably between veterinary surgeons and pharmacists in-(a) the price that they charge for the supply of a relevant veterinary medicinal product; (b) any discount or rebate that they give in connection with the supply of a relevant veterinary medicinal product; or (c) the other terms and conditions upon which they supply a relevant veterinary medicinal product.
Requirement to furnish information to the OFT 7.
-(1) The OFT may require, on reasonable notice given in writing, any person mentioned in paragraph (2) to furnish the OFT with such information mentioned in paragraph (3) as the OFT may require for the purposes of monitoring compliance with this Order.
(2) The persons are-(a) a veterinary surgeon; Document Generated: 2017-07-21 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE (This note is not part of the Order)
This Order sets out remedies in relation to certain adverse effects on the public interest specified in the Competition Commission report entitled "Veterinary Medicines: A report on the supply within the United Kingdom of prescription-only veterinary medicines" published in April 2003 (Cm. 5781). Copies of the report may be obtained from The Stationery Office.
The "Guide to Professional Conduct" produced by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons regulates the professional conduct of veterinary surgeons including the supply of medicines to their clients.
Article 3 prevents a veterinary surgeon from charging a fee for giving a prescription for a period of 3 years from the coming into force of this Order, although during this time a veterinary surgeon is permitted to recover from his clients the costs he incurs in prescribing provided he does so in a way that does not discriminate between clients to whom he gives a prescription and those to whom he does not.
Article 4 requires a manufacturer of relevant veterinary medicinal products to notify price information directly to those veterinary surgeons or pharmacists to whom it has either directly supplied relevant veterinary medicinal products or given or agreed a discount or rebate. The price information is to be supplied every three months and consists of the net price (taking into account discounts and rebates).
Article 5 requires a manufacturer, on written request, to notify in writing a veterinary surgeon or pharmacist of the net price at which the manufacturer would be willing to supply directly or via a wholesaler a relevant veterinary medicinal product in the next three months.
Article 6 makes it unlawful for the manufacturers and wholesalers of a relevant veterinary medicinal product to discriminate between veterinary surgeons and pharmacists in the prices they charge, the discounts and rebates they offer and the other terms and conditions upon which they supply a relevant veterinary medicinal product.
Article 7 requires specified persons to provide the OFT on request with information that they hold or control and the OFT requires for the purpose of monitoring compliance with this Order.
Article 8 gives the Secretary of State powers to give directions in order to secure compliance with this Order.
A full regulatory impact assessment of the effect that this Order will have on the costs of business has been prepared and is available from the Consumer and Competition Policy Directorate , Department of Trade and Industry, 1 Victoria Street, London SWIH OET and can also be found at http:// www.dti.gov.uk/ccp/topics2/pdf2/pomccria.pdf.
